ried or have the legal obligation to support
dependents, including their parents.

The overall academic and physical preparation of a
candidate is of vital importance to success at any of
the academies. In high school, the student should
strive for above average grades and participate in
athletic programs, clubs and extracurricular
activities.

An applicant's academic qualification for admission
is determined by results on the standard College
Board Admissions Testing Program's Scholastic Ap-
titude Test (SAT) or the American College Testing
(ACT) programs, plus a review of scholastic records.

Applications for the SAT and ACT should be made at
least 30 days in advance of the testing dates.

All medical examinations are scheduled by the
Department of Defense Medical Examination Review
Board, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80840-5151. Applicants
are scheduled for a medical examination following
evaluation of academic qualifications.

Nominations

Applicants for the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Military and
U.S. Naval academies must have a nomination in
order to be considered for appointment. It is best to
apply for all nominations for which one is eligible.
However, no nomination or appointments are needed
for the U.S. Coast Guard Academy. Selections are
made by the Academy directly, based on scholastic ap-
titude and nationwide competition. Prospective ap-
plicants should request a pre-candidate questionnaire
from the service academy at the time they apply for
their nomination. This will initiate an admissions file.

Most applicants receive nominations from members
of the U.S. Congress, however, other sources of nomina-
tions are available through affiliation with the armed
forces. The types of nominations applicants may apply
for include:

Congressional: These nominations are available to
anyone who meets the basic eligibility requirements.
Applicants may apply to the representative and
senators from their legal home of record. It is not
necessary to know the congressional member per-
sonally. Each congressional member and the vice
president may have five constituents in attendance at
each of the academies at any one time and may
nominate as many as 10 applicants for each vacancy.
The spring of the high school junior year is the sug-
gested time to apply for congressional nominations,
though some members of Congress will accept late re-
quests for nominations in November or early
December of the senior year.

Presidential: This nomination is available to
children of career members of the military services,
regular or reserve, if the parent is on active duty and
has served continuously for at least eight years; or
retired from active duty; or a deceased retired veteran.
By law, a person eligible under the CODDV category
(see below) may not be a candidate under the presiden-
tial category.

Regular and Reserve Unit: Nominations are
allowed for enlisted men and women in regular and
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reserve units of the Air Force, Army, Marine Corps
and Navy. Enlisted personnel may apply only for the
service academy of their respective military compo-
nent in this nominating category, although they may
apply to the other service academies in other
categories. People serving in any service may apply for
the Coast Guard Academy.

Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans
(CODDV): This category is for children of deceased or
100 percent disabled veterans whose death or disabili-
ty was determined to be service-connected, and for
children of military personnel or federally employed
civilians who are in a missing or captured status. Ap-
plicants holding a nomination under this category are
not eligible for nomination under the presidential
category.

Honor Military/Naval School: This category in-
cludes distinguished graduates from these sources.

Administrator, Panama Canal Commis-
sion: Residency is required.

Delegates to Congress from American Samoa,
Guam and the Virgin Islands: Residency is
required.

Delegates to Congress from the District of Col-
umbia: Residency is required.

Governor and Resident Commissioner of Puerto
Rico: Residency is required.

ROTC: Students from junior and senior ROTC units
may request nominations through their school
detachments.

Note: A separate appointment category is open
to the children of Medal of Honor recipients.
They are appointed to the academy of their
choice without regard to vacancies, provided
they meet minimum qualifying standards.

Appointments to the Coast Guard Academy are
made competitively on a nationwide basis. A
nomination is not required. Qualified men and
women may apply by writing to the Director of
Admissions, U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New
London, Conn. 06320.

Preparatory schools

The primary purpose of all preparatory (prep)
schools is to strengthen a student's background in
mathematics, English and science as a foundation for
possible entrance into one of the service academies.

The majority of individuals admitted to the
academies enters immediately following high school
graduation. Prospective candidates who feel that they
require additional post-high school preparation, or
who are unable to obtain an appointment the first
time, are encouraged to attend a preparatory school or
college in the interim.

Four prep schools (Air Force, Army, Navy and Coast
Guard) have 10-month courses which begin in July
and end in May of each year. Graduates selected to at-
tend a service academy have a summer break of ap-
proximately six weeks before reporting to an academy.
Attendance at academy prep schools in no way
guarantees acceptance to the service academies.